clothes, however; they are unsuitable in every way. What 1 have not all insects gay colours1?' Mr. Thrale gave his wife a liberal indulgence, both In the choice of their company, and in the mode of entertaining them. lie understood and valued Johnson, without remission, from their first acquaintance to the day of his death. Mrs. Thralc was enchanted with Johnson's conversation, for its own sake, and had also a very allowable vanity in appearing to be honoured with the attention of so celebrated a man.
Nothing could be more fortunate for Johnson than this connection3, lie had at Mr. Thralc's all the comforts and even luxuries of life ; his melancholy was diverted, and his irregular habits lessened3 by association with an agreeable and well-ordered family. Me was treated with the utmost respect, and even affection. The vivacity of Mrs. Thrale's literary talk roused him
learning or celebrity; on the contrary, she is full of sport, remarkably guy, and excessively agreeable. I liked her in everything except her entrance into the room, which was rather florid and flourishing, as who should say, " It is 1 1— No less a person than Mrs. Thralc!" Mow-ever, all that ostentation wore out in the course of the visit, which lasted the whole morning ; and you could not have helped liking hcv, she is so very enter mining— though not simple enough, I believe, for quite winning your heart.' Memoirs of Dr. B tinny t ii. 88. ' Airs, Pioasfs Anecdotes^ p. 279.
3 Johnson wrote to Mrs. Thralc on Oct. 13, 177? :— * I cannot but think on your kindness and my master's. Life has upon the whole fallen short, very short, of my cavly expectation ; hul the acquisition of such a friendship, at an ago when new friendships arc seldom acquired, is something
bcucv llwm the general course of things gives man a right to expect. I think on it with great delight ; I am not very apt to be delighted.1 Piossi Letters, \\. 7. Johnson's friends suffered from this connection. ScCj&w/, March 20, 1778, where it is said that 'at .Slrcatham lie was in a great measure absorbed from the society of his old friends,'
3 Yet one year he recorded:— ' March 3,1 hiwc, never, I thank God, since nc\v year's day deviated from the practice of rising. In this practice I persisted till I went to Mr. Thralc's sometime -before Midsummer ; the irregularity of that family broke my habit of rising. 1 was there till after Michaelmas.1 Haw-lcms's/0///M<w, p. 458, note. Hawkins places this in 1765; but Johnson states (Pr. ami Med. p. 71), '1 returned from Strcatham, Oct. 1, —66, having lived there more than three months.'
toia(.u-i' ni;ty plant inn! ilijl till his pnnd is itn iMt-.m.1 //>. p. .157. Sn-/W, July tj. rm.
